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Urbina, Cordova, Manjarres, Chamarro, and Ortun
Velasquez.

The Rio Grande, or Magdalena, had already
been ascended as far as a place called Sampollon,
150 miles from the mouth., on the right bank ; and
rumours had been received of the existence of a
rich and powerful kingdom in the interior. JBut
the settlers at Santa Martha and Cartagena had
feared the dangers and hardships involved in the
further ascent of the river. Quesada, in his nar-
rative, says that those of Santa Martha were
content with robbing and desolating the small
but rich province of La Eamada (which was much
nearer), without regard for the public good, but only
for their own interests ; while those of Cartagena
rested satisfied with the gold in the cemeteries
of Zenu. The great discovery was left to the
accomplished lawyer of Granada, who now showed
that he was also an able and resolute leader of men.

We have the advantage of Quesada's brief
narrativel for the proceedings of the invaders,
which affords landmarks, though it is only a
summary of the events. The soldiers were divided

1 Printed by Marcos Jimenes de la Espada, in his critical review
of Castellanos (Madrid, 1889), from the Archive Historico. Herrera
had it, and used it without giving the author, as was his custom.